California Native Plant Society
Santa Clara Valley Chapter

" THE BLAZING STAR

September-October 2007

GENERAL MEETING & PROGRAM

Friday, September 21 at 7:30 pm
IBook Signing at 7:00 pm|

Saratoga Library Community Room
13650 Saratoga Avenue, Saratoga

The Landscaping | deas of Jays
Speaker: Judith Larner Lowry

Please join us for our Chapter’s tenth annual BaeButner
Memorial Lecture.

We are very pleased to have nature writer and e gliant
aficionado Judith Larner Lowry join us for an evemi
celebrating the arrival of autumn and the 200 7asteof
her book,The Landscaping Ideas of Jays:. A Natural

History of the Backyard Restoration Garden. As with her
previous book@Gardening with a Wild Heart (2000), in this
new release Judith weaves valuable information tatheu
natural world gathered from decades of observatiitim
heartfelt inspiration for the naturalist in all .

For the past twenty-eight years, Judith Larner Lyolas
been the proprietor of Larner Seeds in Marin Couthty
addition to her two books, Judith has had essagsapn

Avenue. Proceed through this intersection in ipletiane,
and take the next left turn into the library patkiot. The
community room is at the front right of the librasyilding.

CNPS general meetings are free and open to thécpubl
For more information, contact Chapter PresidentiiKev
Bryant at mtngreenl17@verizon.net or (408)353-8824.

Savethe Date! Chapter Potluck Nov 17

Our November Chapter General Meeting will include o
annual potluck dinner and Chapter elections. It will be
held onSaturday, November 17 at the Shoup Garden
House in Los Altos.

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

Fall Native Plant Sale Saturday October 13

Call for Volunteers

Fall is the perfect time to plant in our area, and Native
Plant Sales are the best place to start filling yyarden
with some of our beautiful native plant€ur Fall Native
Plant Sale will be held on Saturday, October 13, from
10am to 3pm at our nursery at Hidden Villa.

Help isalways needed for the sale, and there are lots of
ways to help (and most of them don’t require a gdeal of

expanded edition of Lester Rowntree’s clasticdy

boxes for customers to carry home their purchadease

Californians. Judith is part of the “dream team” of native ping them to the nursery during the week befoeestile.

plant experts and environmentalists who workedexb¥
Buena Nursery under the eye of Gerda Isenberg.

Both of Judith Larner Lowry’s books will be availatior
purchase at the meeting.

There are also many wayswuolunteer your timeto help
with the sale. Most of the jobs listed below doeduire
expert knowledge of plants, and you can chooseottx w
one or two hours or all day. Before the sale, gan help
during our usualWednesday work sessions at the nursery

Directions: From Highway 85 take the Saratoga Exit (NOfom 12n00n to 3pm (see next page).

Sunnyvale-Saratoga Road) and travel southwest tsvar
the Village of Saratoga. Stay in the right lané&afatoga

Avenue. About % mile from the highway exit, therid be
a two-lane left turn for West Valley College at fvale

Special nursery workdays will be held from10am to 3pm
on Saturday, October 6 andFriday, October 12.
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On these days we will prepare the nursery and ldr@spfor
the sale. If you'd like to come and help, bringiybat,
sunscreen and water, and your lunch if you'd like.

Help Needed on the Day of the Sale
On the day of the sale, we will need:

For more information, contact Jean Struthers ab)&%1-
2586 or JeanStruthers@aol.com; or Ray Deutsch at
(650)365-6136 or henrymarsh@yahoo.com.

Gardening with Natives
Gardening with Natives (GWN) is a special inteigasiup
within the Chapter, which meets on the fif$tur sday of

* People to help set up before the sale (starting at each month, usually at the Peninsula Conservaténtet

8am)
» People to help with parking

(PCC) in Palo Alto (directions below). The groupsen to
all, and includes a mix of seasoned native plardeyzers

« People to answer customers' questions about theas well as beginners. Newcomers are always welcome.

plants and help them decide which plants to
purchase

Thursday, September 6, 7-9pm, at the PCC, Palo Alto

» People to write sales tags before customers go tol nvasive Plantsin the Garden, a talk by Angel Guerzon.

the cashiers to pay for their plants
» Cashiers
» People who will help customers take their

Angel Guerzon is the Program Chair of California
Horticultural Invasive Prevention Partnership (E&R)

purchases to their cars and bring back the wagongnd a partner in the Silver Tree Landscape Designif

and carts to the nursery
» People to help clean up after the s&l&gm)

The plant sales are always lots of fun to worlaat we
hope you'll come and help! Lunch will be provided
volunteers, too. You do not need to sign up ineade —
just come to the nursery at the time you'd likeviark.

For more information about volunteering or the plsale,
please contact one of the coordinators with the tpou’d
like to work and the job you’d like to do (if yoabhe a
preference).

Contact information for the coordinators:

Jean Struthers (650)941-2586, JeanStruthers@aol.com

Ray Deutsch (650)365-6136, henrymarsh@yahoo.com

Directions: Hidden Villa is located on Moody Road west

of Foothill College. From Hwy 280 in Los Altos Hi take
the Moody Road exit and head west. Two miles wést
Foothill College, look for the Hidden Villa sign én
driveway on the left. Proceed over the bridge, jpaudk in
the visitor center parking lot to your right. TNative
Plant Nursery is at the greenhouse just beyondifit®r
center.

Native Plant Nursery

Almost all the plants for sale at the spring arlbddales are
raised by Chapter volunteers during our weeklyvegpilant
nursery work sessions. The sessions take placg eve
Wednesday, from 12noon to 3pm. Bring garden gloves,
sunhat, clippers, and your lunch. Other tools b&ll
provided at the nursery. Knowledge of plants is no
necessary: your willingness to help is all thatguired.

Santa Cruz. He has been a member of the CNPS Santa
Cruz Chapter for 10 years, worked at the Santa Cruz
Arboretum for 8 years, and has been in the hotticail
business for 35 years-- in both the retail and esale
arenas.

While gaining a B.A. in Fine Arts, Angel Guerzon
developed a passion for plants. After graduatdolund a
temporary job in a nursery as he looked for workim
field of art. After twenty years in the nurserysiness,
Angel finally realized that he should have majoired
botany. He has fulfilled his artistic urges thrbuge form
of landscape design.

Angel is one of Santa Cruz’s foremost plant expanis is
well regarded for his knowledge. With his extergplant
palette and artistic eye, his plant designs unifutiol a
beautiful living art form.

Thursday, October 4, 7-9pm, at the PCC, Palo Alto
Fall Seed and Cutting Exchange

Want native plants for your garden without spending
arm and a leg? Are you the kind who likes shatirgg
bounty of your native garden with fellow gardenei&/2l|
then, GWN's annual seed and cutting exchange idgus
you. Come and browse the diverse offerings, ranfiiom
easy-to-grow to hard-to-find. Go home with seaus$ a
cuttings of new native plants — for free! Bringrco
envelopes and plastic bags/paper towels to caegssand
cuttings home.

If you can, bring native plant seeds and cuttimgmfyour
own garden to share. If you are so inspired, |&imsh to
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make them easy to browse; attach helpful hints abou »  Wednesday evenings during daylight savings time

growing them; and display photos of plants in blodfeep starting a:30pm

cuttings cool and moist in a bucket or containeon’t

have native seeds/cuttings to share? No probleenetis  Our last Wednesday evening weeding session widl tak

usually enough material for all. placeOctober 31, since DST ends November 4 this year.
Our Saturday morning work outings will resume next

After introductions and announcements, you willdhav ~ spring.

chance to show and tell what you brought. Then the

exchange will begin. Free and open to all! Whdeal. For weeding session details, including the latelsedules
and meeting places, see our Weed Warriors welisite a

Directionsto the PCC: (Peninsula Conservation Center), edgewood.thinkersrus.net. Or contact Paul Heiple, at

3921 E. Bayshore Road, Palo Alto. From Highway,101 (650)854-7125 or pheiple@gmail.com, or email JoliarA

take the "San Antonio North" exit, get immediatelio the at jcakwa@earthlink.net.

left-hand turn lane, and turn LEFT onto East Baysho

This will curve around to the left, then right. riiuight on K eying with Natives

Corporation Way. Then turn into the first driveway Join us on the lagtriday of every month, frons:30pm -

your left, which leads to the PCC parking lot. 8:30pm, in a fun gathering to meet with other native plan
_ _ _ _ _ enthusiasts to sharpen your keying skills. The nex

For more information on the Gardening with Natigesup, meetings will beAugust 31, September 28, and October

visit its website awww.Gar deningWithNatives.com. 26 at the PCC building in Palo Alto. Contact Davicex"

GWN maintains a Yahoo group with over 450 members, \yq,,ston or Sally Casey for details. Contact Daatid

true resource for native plant gardeners in thégarTo join tex009@sbcglobal.net, and Sally at (408)377-0989.

the Yahoo group, visigroups.yahoo.com/group/ ’

GardeningWithNatives. To contact the GWN Steering

Committee, email GardeningWithNatives@yahoo.com or,

call Arvind Kumar at (408)715-7020. CHAPTERFIELD TRIPS

Chapter field trips are free and open to the public. They
are oriented to conservation, protection and engyrof
California native plants and wildlife, and we adhéy all
rules and guidelines for the lands on which wevésiging.

Native Hill - Gophers and Quail

Our work at Native Hill is presently concentratiog
mulching and pruning, and we are preparing se\ssas
for poppies and Clarkia in anticipation of the cograins.

In our region it isvery important to be prepared for
hiking on rugged & steep terrain, wide temperature
ranges and rapidly changing conditions at any time of
year. All participants should wear sturdy footwear and
carry sufficient water, sun protection, food, clothing
layers, personal first aid and other suppliesyou may
need. If you have any questions about your ability to
participatein a particular field trip, please contact the
trip leader in advance.

We're also selecting plants to replace several ppatiches
where several plants have been lost to senescedcaso
to gophers. The gophers have recently taken ugersse
in the garden, and seem to be particularly fond of
buckwheats and asters. The garden is also presentl
favored spot for a covey of about 22 quail thaeesgly
like the seeds of Saint Catherine's lace and gndady
found concentrated in and around this plant.

As always, if you would like to volunteer at therden or Oct 20 Sat 10am Sanborn-Skyline County Park
be added to the ema|l_ l'St. to_be nOt'f'?d of upaagni Join leader Kevin Bryant on this exploration of guenmit
workdays, contact Phil Higgins at phidor@juno.cam o area of this beautiful park above Saratoga. Whkié
(650)941-4752. amongst old growth Douglas-fir, examine oak speaies
look for color in the California black oaks, seadstone

Habitat Restoration at Edgewood Park outcrops of the type found at nearby Castle RoekeSt
Join us as we restore sensitive habitats at Edgé®ack  Park, and all the while take in commanding viewthef
and enjoy late season wildflowers. Lately we'verbe Bay Area.

making good progress eradicating yellow star-thistl

Weeding sessions take place at the following times: We’ll meet at the parking lot at Saratoga Gaphat t

intersection of Hwy. 9 and Hwy. 35, and caravamiro
. Fr|day mornings throughout the year, Startinggarn there to set up an easy car shuttle and then ourto
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trailhnead. Total distance will be less than 6 milgith an
elevation loss/gain of less than 1,000 ft. Be soigring
lunch or a snack and plenty of water.

The trip is expected tiast until approximately 4pm. For
more information, contact Kevin at
mtngreenl7@verizon.net or (408)353-8824.

Post-Hike Potluck Dinner 4pm October 20

After the Sanborn park hike listed above, partiotpaare
invited to Chapter members' Georgia and Bill's hovear
Skyline Blvd in southern San Mateo County for ayoxk.

To attend the potluck (separate from the field)tyipu
must RSVP to Georgia ((650)941-1068 or
georgiaStigall@yahoo.com) with number & names of
attendees, to receive directions and what itenbsitg.
Chapter members who cannot make the field tripaisi
to attend the potluck are welcome to contact Gedwi
RSVP and for more information.

Bring food to share (including grillable items iby wish),
your favorite beverages, and both layers & sungat@in
(October can be warm or chilly at this 2400' lozali

Please also bring your own table service (platesgils,
cups, etc.) and a bag to take home dirty dishes. hOsts
will provide a gas grill, beverages, dishes as adgdiews
and wildlife.

State of Jefferson Field Trip Report
By Trip Co-Leader and Chapter President Kevin Bryant

On June 30th, nearly 30 CNPS members made a seuen
voyage to the area of far northern California thany
consider to be the heart of the State of Jefferswhat
follows is a summary of where we went and what aw;s
the full story is available on our Chapter website
www.cnps-scv.org under Field Trips, Reports.

Situated right on the wild and scenic Klamath Ri&arah
Totten campground was all ours, and offered a wdabde
place for us to call Home Sweet Temporary Home. On
Sunday July 1st, we caravanned to Cook & Green Wass
Saeid Creek Rd., making several stops on our wayAup
our first stop, sharp eyes spotted an interestpgophytic
plant growing in the forest duffMonotropa hypopythis or
pinesap, and this was a first time sighting for niwghe
group. As we continued uphill, we found many other
interesting and showy plants, including some thextew
being dug up by poachers! At the top, we explahed
Pacific Crest Trail as it heads east of Cook & @Greand

got a taste of the rich flora of the region anddstionship
to the geology.

Monday wasCalochortus day, and we traveled to three
very different locations finding all three species were
seeking in nice bloonC. persistens high up on Gunsight
Ridge just west of Yrek&;. greene just over the border
into Oregon; andC. macrocarpus in a wide valley north of
Mt. Shasta.

Day three saw a return to Cook & Green, this timehz
PCT west of the pass towards Red Buttes. We eneath
many species not seen on the other side of the pass
including a seep witkCypripedium californicum, the
California lady-slipper orchid. The top of our joey to
Bee Camp opened up to an area of stunning vistha an
different flora, as the local botany closely fol®whe local
geology and microclimate.

The next day was a trip to Alex Hole, a northeasirfg
cirque situated at the shoulder of Coundry Mountaie
found a stunning array of species to occur in andrad
this glacially-carved bowl, including choice plafitsm
generd_ewisia, Erythonium, andPolemonium, along with
several orchid species. This is also the onlyeplae
encountered melting snow. | think...

We moved camp south for the rest of the trip, toaymther
paradise situated on the summit of Scott MountaissP
south of Etna on Hwy. 3. This campground adjatent
large meadows with seeps and fens surrounded by ric
woodlands provided ample opportunity for the bataty
inclined to lose themselves in the identificatiow a
gppreciation of such a diversity of species.

Jefferson, we shall return.

NRDB for Easy Plant Lists

Anyone may obtain a plant list for many of our diétips
by visiting the online Natural Resources Datab&HRB):

e Go towww.nrdb.org;
* Click on "checklist search";
« Fillin the fields. For example, Flora; selectgage/e
by name— S— Sanborn CP; sort by Scientific Name;
* Click the "Search" button;
* Print out the resulting list to take with you ore thike.

If you have sightings/info you'd like to add to tRRDB
list, submit your additions via the NRDB website's
Sightings tab, or to Toni Corelli at (650)726-0689
corelli@coastside.net.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

News and Activities from Other Organizations

Green Ways Day Sept. 30in Los Gatos
Presentation Retreat & Conference Center invites CNPS
members to visit them for a Green Ways Day, anteen
highlight organic gardening, beekeeping, and ngilaats.
Our Chapter will host a table and present informal
information, handouts, and discussion. We'll &lsselling
books.

The center includes a 10,000 sq. ft. eco-buildifty straw
bale construction and a green roof. The facildg A
wonderful organic veggie herb garden and the greeh
contains yarrow and a few native bunchgrassesGrean
Ways Day, guided tours will be given of the LEEDI¢0
Certified building, and there will also be a naturak with
a Youth Science Institute guide.

This family-oriented event is free and will takeuge from
1pm to 4pm on Sunday, September 30. The Center is
located at 19480 Bear Creek Road in Los Gatos.nfeoe
information contact Cindy Blain at cblain@preseiotat
Center.org or (408)354-2346 x205. See their welait
www.PresentationCenter .org for a map and directions.

Y Sl Wildlife Festival Sunday October 7

As just described for the Presentation Center ewemt
Chapter sponsors tables at many events througheut t
year. We set up a display, offer brochures, asdudis
habitat and native plant concerns with visitorseréis
another event at which members are invited to dtéed/or
volunteer.

Y Sl (Youth Science I nstitute) will hold their 2007
Wildlife Festival onSunday, October 7 in Alum Rock
Park (East San Jose) fratham to 4pm. Our Chapter has
sponsored a table at this event for more thanéansy The
message that all these cool wild animals woulddredf
the native plants are gone is an important onévie tg the
youth. Perhaps we can get them to plant someeawatind
produce more habitat for wild animals and start tedd
for the future. Members who would like to help camtact
Paul Heiple at pheiple@gmail.com or call (650)832%.

State of the Estuary Conference
A Greener Shade of Blue

October 16, 17 and 18, Scottish Rite Center

1547 L akeside Drive, Oakland

This important environmental conference providésram
for scientists, resource managers, environmergabétcted

officials, stakeholders, and members of the publiassess
the ecological health of the San Francisco Bay#elt
Estuary.

The conference sessions will address topics tichide
global change impacts, pollution and emerging
contaminants, land use challenges, wetlands reistora
status of fish and wildlife, invasive species aray#elta
linkages.

The conference is sponsored by the San Francidcarys
Project, CALFED Science Program and dozens of tdder
state and local government agencies, non-profit
organizations, businesses and others.

Registration fee for the entire conference is $2paid by
September 28, 2007 and includes three lunchesnand t
poster session receptions. Special rates apphtdioents
and groups. For more details, please check thieimte
Web site: http://sfep.abag.ca.gov/soe or contaam Ratton
of the San Francisco Estuary Project at (510)62%624

CHAPTER OFFICERS FOR 2007

To learn more about our Chapter or give suggestions
please contact one of our officers listed below.

Title Name Phone Email

President | Kevin (408) mtngreenl7@
Bryant 353-8824| verizon.net

Vice OPEN

President

Recording | Susan (408) sundberg27@

Secretary | Sundberg 274-5491| yahoo.com

Treasurer | Paul Heiple | (650) pheiple@gmail.

854-7125| com

Past Judy (408) judy@

President | Fenerty 655-3493| fenerty.com

Officer at | Georgia (650) GeorgiaStigall@,

Large Stigall 941-1068| yahoo.com

To join our Chapter email list, please send yoquest to
judy@fenerty.com or cnps_scv@yahoo.com.

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT BLAZING STAR
Saturday, October 6, 2007

Email: mattsson@surfpix.net
Phone: (408)255-3767
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
(page # in parentheses)

Sep 6 Thu Gardening with Natives (2) Oct 12 Fri Special Nursery Workday (1)
Sep 8 Sat  Chapter Council, Santa Cruz Oct 13 Sat Fall Native Plant Sale (1)

Sep 21 Fri General Meeting (1) Oct 20 Sat Sanborn-Skyline Park Hike (3)
Sep 28 Fri Keying with Natives (3) Oct 20 Sat Post-Hike Potluck (4)

Oct 4 Thu Gardening with Natives (2) Oct 26 Fri Keying with Natives (3)

Oct 6 Sat  Special Nursery Workday (1) Wed afts Nursery work sessions (2)

Oct 6 Sat Newsletter Submittal Deadline (5) Wed, Fri Edgewood Park weeding (3)
Oct 11 ThuChapter Board mesting ViaEmail List Native Hill work sessions (3)

The next Chapter Board meeting will Baursday, October 11 at 7pm
at the PCC, 3921 E. Bayshore Road in Palo Alto
Chapter board meetings are open to all Chapter mesand their guests.

The California Native Plant Society is a statewid@-profit organization of amateurs and profesdondth a common
interest in California’s native plants. The Sogjetorking with its local chapters, seeks to inseeanderstanding and to
preserve the rich heritage of the native floraffbure generations. Membership is open to aldiviidual memberships
are $45.00 per year. If you have questions coimg@nnew membership, renewal of a current memigrshif you

wish to report a change of address, please catm@dflembership Chairperson, CNPS, 3921 East BagdRoad, Palo
Alto, CA 94303

TheBlazing Sar web address: www.cnps-scv.org
Acknowledgement: Anne Warren for tBéazing Sar logo




